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UM STUDENT ATHLETES EARN UNPRECEDENTED GPA 
MISSOULA-
University of Montana student athletes beat their own best score in the academic department 
fall semester, earning a cumulative 2.98 grade-point average.
By comparison, UM’s total undergraduate population earned a 2.84 GPA.
The high GPA is remarkable, said Jean Cornwall, coordinator for Athletic Academic 
Services, considering several athletic teams advanced to playoffs beyond the normal season.
“This resulted in more time committed to practice and travel, such as the Grizzly football 
team’s trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee, the weekend before finals week,” Cornwall said. “Yet the 
student-athlete population was still able to perform well in the classroom and maintain excellent 
academic marks.”
The GPA includes only full-time students who hold 12 semester credits or more. Previously, 
student athletes averaged a highest cumulative GPA of 2.96, earned during spring semester 2000.
Nineteen of UM’s 280 student athletes earned a perfect 4.0 GPA, while 38 made the Dean’s 
List with a 3.5 or higher. A grand total of 156 student athletes -  approximately 56 percent -  
received a 3.0 or higher GPA.
Only four student athletes were placed on academic probation.
The athletic team with the highest average GPA was women’s track/cross country with a 
3.27. Women’s volleyball earned an average 3.26 GPA, women’s golf a 3.24, women’s soccer a 
3.18, and women’s basketball a 3.03.
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